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SEPTEMBER 2016
For members and supporters of Charnwood Conservative Association

SUMMER LUNCH 2016
Did you enjoy this event?
“You bet we did, He was great!”
“Oh yes. It was super.”

“High light of the year!”
“Laugh, we never stopped!”
Thank you, Ed for finding
Gavin Williamson MP
for South Staffordshire for us.
When Gavin came to Luncheon Club he was the
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Prime Minister.
A job he lost with the change of PM.
Gavin is now Government Chief Whip. There have been
many messages from Charnwood of congratulation.
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Charnwood Conservative Association
The Association Office is at Unit 3 suite 28, Q Estate, Melton Road, Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FP

Phone 0116 260 8700. email: charnwoodca@btconnect.com

See us on Facebook and Twitter!
Association President: Mr G Peter Fothergill
Three Oaks, 39 The Ridgeway, ROTHLEY, LEICESTER, LE7 7LE

Association Chairman

Association Treasurer

Position Vacant

Mrs Brenda Brayshaw
36 Avenue Road
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FA
0116 260 5801 brayshaw@talktalk.net

Association Deputy Chairmen
(Political)
Position Vacant

Association Deputy Chairman
(Membership & Fundraising)
Dr Karnail Shergill
51 Walip Lane
Wanlip, Leicester, LE7 4PL
0116 267 5425
shergillkarnail@gmail.com

Association Vice Chairmen
Chairman Conservative Women’s
Organisation
Mrs Mary Allen,
34 Orchard Road
BIRSTALL, Leicester LE4 4GA
0116 267 3941

Association Notices
Our MP Edward Argar has started up a regular programme of
Surgeries. Ring Steph Bradshaw , Mr Argar’s Constituency
Secretary and Case Worker for an appointment.
On 0116 269 3789.
NOTE: The separate and new telephone numbers.
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Dear Member.

LATEST
NEWS

News often travels fast, so you may have heard already but in any case we must announce that since
the last Executive Council Meeting on 3rd June 2016
the Deputy Chairman Political and the Association
Chairman have both resigned.
The Deputy Chairman sent a letter to the Chairman
and some weeks later the Chairman sent a letter to
the President

This leaves the Association with 2 important officer
positions vacant. The remaining Officers are happy
to hold the Association together and continue our preparation for the 2017
County Council election and also encourage the raising of the urgently
needed funds for as long as the Executive Council wish.
In this situation the Party rules, (Schedule 7 para 5.6) are advisory not mandatory and state “the Executive Council shall have the power to elect a
successor until the next Annual General Meeting”. We have the free
choice to replace or do nothing until the AGM next March.
Possible candidates should consider whether they will be able to devote
sufficient time to the many duties of Chairman; have they the ability to
work as leader of a team and bring people with them. Communication
skills; political & campaigning skills and similar skills are also important.
One task which has generally become part of the Political Deputy Chairman’s role is that of Campaign Manager for Elections. Because of the
amount of work already planned for the 2017 Election the retired Deputy
Chairman has agreed to carry on with this task. The new Deputy Chairman
if appointed will need to become involved as well.
If any member would like to take on one of these positions and has the
time, tell John at the office.
Association Officers.
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Our Member of Parliament for Charnwood, elected with a whopping
majority, has been our MP for over 12 months now and his popularity is growing not only in the constituency but also, importantly, in
the House. Watch the Parliamentary Channel and see him in action,
bobbing up and down trying to catch the Speakers eye, and being
called!
In this Chronicle he says:
When I wrote in the last edition of the
Chronicle we were in the midst of the EU
referendum campaign and were wondering
what the country would decide. What an
extraordinary few months we have had! It is
said that a week is a long time in politics and
over the past couple of months at times it
has felt like a day is a long time in politics,
such are the events that have at times unfolded in the space of 24 hours.
EU Referendum
You may recall that a few months ago I emphasized how important I felt it
was that, however passionate the EU referendum campaign got, it was important that everyone campaigned with courtesy, respect for other opinions, and always remembering that within the Party we are all friends.
While at times nationally, and in other parts of the country, I fear that high
standard wasn’t always met, I think our Association can be immensely
proud of the courtesy and decency with
which individuals campaigned locally.
The campaign was hard-fought and the
people have delivered their decision. I
believe it is right that, whatever view
people took in the campaign, that decision is accepted, respected, and delivered on. As the new Prime Minister,
Theresa May, said ‘Brexit means Brexit’
and I am clear that it is our responsibility now to look forwards and deliver Ed with Groby CC Ozzy O’Shea for
that, ensuring that the best possible
Groby Road Traffic Calming
deal is negotiated for the UK.
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A new PM
I also wanted to say a few words
about our new Prime Minister. As you
will, be aware, I have known Mrs May
for some years. I strongly supported
her campaign to become our Leader
and Prime Minister because I believe
from what we have seen of her in Government, from what she has said, and from
my personal knowledge of her that she is the right person to lead our Party and
country. She has already shown she has the determination, the vision, the clear
agenda, the integrity and the ability to be a great Prime Minister. The agenda she
has set out of bringing our country together, delivering on Brexit but also on building a country that works for everyone with a focus on social justice and opportunity for all those who work hard and do the right thing, is a very positive one. Combined with her renowned capacity for hard work and common sense I believe she
will serve the Conservative Party and the UK well for many years to come.
Our Chairman & Deputy Chairman
On a more local matter, as you may be aware, and will read elsewhere in the
Chronicle, our Association Chairman, Leon Hadji-Nikolaou, and our Deputy Chairman (Political) Peter Osborne have decided to step-down from their roles and I
wanted to take this opportunity to publicly thank them both for everything they
have done for the Association, and for me. As well as being devoted to his family,
Leon is a highly distinguished surgeon and an active Borough Councillor. Peter’s
service to the County and community as a dedicated and energetic County Councillor and Cabinet Member, as a Borough Councillor for many years, and as an active
supporter of many local charities, alongside his farming business and family obligations, are well known. Both, despite all these demands and pressures on their
time, gave up more of their time to serve as Officers of our Association and I personally, as your MP, am very grateful to both of them for their support, advice, and
friendship over the past year and a half, friendships I know will continue. I want to
say a heartfelt thank you to both for their service.

Finally, given all the events and excitements of the past few months, I hope that
you are all having the opportunity to relax a little over the summer, and either get
away on holiday or enjoy the sunshine in our very own county of Leicestershire, as
I have been doing between constituency engagements! I hope to see many of you
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EVENTS
There are benefits in keeping John informed of your thinking when
planning an event. He will know if someone else is likely to clash
and he can inform all other Branches. Just tell John. 0116 260 8700.
SEPTEMBER 2016
Friday 2nd
1st Luncheon of new season. Speaker: Dr John Castleman of
Norman and Underwood. “Restoration of churches etc “ Beedles
Lake Golf Centre , 170 Broome Lane, East Goscote, LE7 3WQ. To ensure a meal, make sure Suzan McKenzie knows you are coming and if
you have guests. Ring 0116 160 5503 at least a week before.
Sunday 11th Birstall Branch are holding a Barbeque at the home of
Dr.and Mrs Shergill's on the 12th September 2016 12.30pm---3.00pm at
51, Rectory Road, Wanlip , LE7 4PL £12 for the meal and 1 drink. There
will be a Raffle, and drinks and hopefully the sun will shine for us. For
catering numbers can you let us know if you are coming, please. contact
Mary Allen 01162673941.

Wednesday 14th
Curry Night at “Passage to India,” Cropston Road, Anstey. 7.00 pm.
Bradgate Branch are fundraising for their CC Election. Ticket at £15
from Paul Taylor, 47 Charles Drive, Anstey. Make cheques out to
“Charnwood Conservative Association Bradgate Branch” Donation
of Raffle prize welcome.
Sunday 25th
2.30 pm Sunday Carvery Lunch and Dessert wth Speaker Ed Argar MP
and others. This is a Syston Branch Fundraising event at Beedles
Lake Golf Centre. Tickets at £20 from Renata Jones at the Association Office, cheques payable to Syston Branch of Charnwood Conservative Association.
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DIARY
October 2016

The Association has always had a contingent at the Conference If
you want to go please let John know. It is time to register.
SATURDAY 15th
The Association Autumn Fair to be held at the Queniborough Village Hall as
last year. Open from 10.00 am until 1.00 pm See the back page of this
Chronicle for more information. Will Branches intending to have a Stall
Tell John at the Office 0116 260 8700

November 2016
Thursday 24th
There is to be a dinner at the Griffin Inn in Swithland with Derek Redmond
as speaker. He is World Champion Athlete and a well known Inspirational
Speaker. This is the first event of the resurrected Patrons to be known as
the Charnwood Club

December 2016
Wot! No Party?

How does a Branch Raise it’s quota if it doesn't hold money
raising events?
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Did you go to these events ?
Coffee Morning Saturday 4th June 2016
Rothley, Swithland & Mountsorrel Branch
Several members came along to see Ed Argar and, as always he was very happy to
talk to them. We hadn’t had the referendum then and the subject was very hot
on people’s lips.. Yes we had coffee and biscuits and a raffle as well and we all
said thank you to Peter for having us at his place, and there was still intense conversation all the way back to the cars. We suppose they did get home.
Queniborough Conservatives'
Ploughman's Lunch
Saturday 16th July 2016
Our Ploughman's Lunches seem to
becoming quite an Annual Event.

This year we received
a return invitation to
the delightful home of
Roland and Jean
McKendrick in Mere
Lane. So the offer of a
venue had been made my faithful committee
leapt into action - knowing full well
their tasks on these occasions.
Then our thoughts returned to the
usual worries of Weather and Parking. Well, yes we did have about five
minutes of light rain but our hardy
Ploughmen weathered the storm

and then the sun even came out, and
as for the Parking- Jean and Mac's
neighbours had been very helpful in
offering parking spaces.
A most convivial gathering - everyone mixing well and enjoying the
usual Cheeses, Pork Pie, Pickles
etc., followed by Crumble and Ice
Cream. Of course there was a Raffle, which contributed to a very satisfactory profit. My sincere thanks to our
Hosts, and all those
who contributed and
attended,

You could be a winner of the 100 Club if you join????
You only have to give £5 to Brenda Brayshaw for a number
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Rothley, Swithland & Mountsorrel Branch have got off from a very slow start this
financial year. They held a Coffee morning on Saturday 4th June at the home of
Peter Tyrrell and Ed Argar came and so did friends and neighbours. Not a bad
start well over £100 was made.
Then in conjunction with the CWO. (Because they do better food) They held a
Summer Lunch at the Swithland home of Peter Osborne. Thank you, Peter.

It was a red hot day and
many moved indoors not
only because that was
were the food was. This
time jointly several £100’s
were added to the quota

Has your Branch Secretary forgotten to tell us
about your event? We all have a quota to reach.
We cannot tell members and show pictures of your
events if you don’t let the Chronicle editor.
All we need is date, time, place, brief detail of what
is on offer and admission price.
Oh and Yes, is Ed coming.
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The new season September 2016 to June 2017 is with us. Don’t forgrt to join

We had our Annual General Meeting and Mrs Corinne Greenwood
was elected our new Chairman. When Martin and Corrine lived in
Hamburg, Corinne was the Chairman of the THE BRITISH AND
COMMONWEALTH LADIES LUNCHEON CLUB.

Mrs Brenda Brayshaw is carrying on as
Treasurer and we welcome a new Programme Secretary in Mrs Pricilla Lane.
Vice Chairman, well we cannot do without
a man, Mr Colin McKenzie was welcomed
to this post..
An important rule of the Club is the need to
ensure Membership Secretary Mrs Suzan
McKenzie, who is continuing in office, knows
you are coming or are not coming, or bringing
a guest. It is assumed all members of the
Luncheon Club will attend each occasion and
a meal will be ordered for them. BUT IF THERE IS ANYTHING DIFFERENT,
PLEASE TELL SUZAN or you will be charged for the meal
As a receipt for your subscription of £12.50 you will receive a Programme
Card.
Meeting are all at the Beedle’s Lake Golf Centre, and on the ground floor
overlooking the lake. They are on the 1st Friday of the month of September, November ,December, February, March, April, May, and June. October
is the exception meeting on 14th
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A sample page from the Programme Card
2nd Sept.

Dr. John Castleman

(Norman & Underwood)
“Restoration of Old Buildings/Churches”
14th Oct. Elixabeth Rye
“A Portrait of Mrs Gaskell signed by Charlotte Bronte”
4th Nov.

Wendy Coley

“Medical Detection Dogs”
2nd Dec.

Jo Golby

“Christmas—True Victorian Style”
Do become part of Luncheon Club When you have paid a
subscription you will get a card containing the full program

New selected Candidates for the Leicestershire County Council Elections to
be held in May 2017 representing the New County Divisions are:
Birstall

Iain Bentley

Syston Ridgeway

Davud Slater

Bradgate

Debbie Taylor

Thurmaston Ridgemere

Brenda Seaton

Rothley & Mtsl

Peter Osborne

Glenfield, Kirby & Forest Lee Breckon

Sileby & Wolds

R, Shepherd

Syston Fosse

James Poland

Richard Blunt
Ratby & Groby

Ozzy O’Shea
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This year our Association

will be on

Saturday 15th October 2016
at the

Queniborough Village Hall
Rearsby Road
LE7 3DH
Our MP, Edward Argar will attend.
Many Branch and Visitors Stalls
ADMISSION £1
Refreshments
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