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Charnwood Conservative Association
The Association Office is at Unit 3 suite 28, Q Estate, Melton Road, Queniborough, Leicester,
LE7 3FP

See us on Facebook and Twitter!
Association President: Mr G Peter Fothergill
Three Oaks, 39 The Ridgeway, ROTHLEY, LEICESTER, LE7 7LE

Association Chairman and

Association Treasurer

Association Deputy Chairman

Mrs Brenda Brayshaw
36 Avenue Road
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FA
0116 260 5801 brayshaw@talktalk.net

(Membership & Fundraising)
Dr Karnail Shergill
51 Wanlip Lane
Wanlip, Leicester, LE7 4PL
0116 267 5425
shergillkarnail@gmail.com

Association Deputy Chairmen
(Political & Campaigning)
Cllr Mrs Susan Gerrard
Central Avenue
SYSTON
Leicester

Association Vice Chairmen
Chairman Conservative Women’s
Organisation
Mrs Mary Allen,
34 Orchard Road, BIRSTALL,
Leicester LE4 4GA
0116 267 3941
Chairman Policy Forum
Mr Leslie Mee
12 Barns Close, Kirby Muxloe,
Leicester, LE9 2BA 0116 238 6352
lesliemee@btinternet.com

Association Notices
Our MP Edward Argar has started up a regular programme of
Surgeries. Ring Steph Bradshaw , Mr Argar’s Constituency
Secretary and Case Worker for an appointment.
On 0116 269 3789.
NOTE: The separate and new telephone numbers.
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Executive Council Meetings have been held
since the last Chronicle was published.

The first especially chaired by our President had a very good attendance. Delegates discussed and agreed to enter a procedure to elect a new Chairman and Deputy Chairman as soon as possible and not wait until the next Annual General
Meeting of the Association.
A room was booked for the 2nd meeting, nomination forms were prepared, meeting notice and agenda were written and, keeping
John busy, all were put into envelopes, stamped and posted to ensure there arrival
would give the required 14 days notice.
A date for the return of the nomination forms ensured
John was in the office alone on the date to open the
sealed envelopes, and put the forms into name order. 3
for Chairman and one for Deputy.
John then produced 30 copies of a ballot form with 3
names on for the secret ballot for Chairman. Now what
is next, John asked himself, The ‘phone rang. “I think
one of the nominations has withdrawn….”. More calls
to confirm message was true and 30 ballot papers went
in the bin and 30 new versions were produced with 2
names on. Apologies sheet, signing in sheets, notes for
Chairman, and so on, Never a dull moment for John..

On the night of the meeting there was again a good
crowd, all eager to learn who was to be the new Chairman.. It didn’t take
long. Each nominee said a few words, ballot papers were distributed and
votes counted. Dr Karnail (Karl) Shergill was elected. He will continue as
Deputy Chairman Membership & Fund Raising. We
thank Mrs Katina Poland for putting herself up the
challenge. We hope she will try again for another
position in the future. Next as the only nomination
and majority supported from the meeting Cllr Mrs
Susan Gerrard was elected Deputy Chairman Political
and Campaigning.. We all wished them well in their
new posts.
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Our Member of Parliament for Charnwood, elected with a whopping
majority, has been our MP for over 12 months now and his popularity is growing not only in the constituency but also, importantly, in
the House. Watch the Parliamentary Channel and see him in action,
bobbing up and down trying to catch the Speakers eye, and being
called!
In this Chronicle he says:
As I write this we are only a few
weeks away from the run-up to
Christmas. With the increasingly hectic pace of day-to-day life, for many
of us the Christmas period provides
a welcome and much needed opportunity to pause, where the pace of life
slows down and we get to spend time
with family and friends, and to reflect
on the year gone by and the new year
to come - although I sense mine will
not be entirely free of work!
I wrote at this time last year what an extraordinary year 2015 had
been, but I have to say that I think, as we look back, 2016 has
topped it and been even more momentous. In the space of 12
months, in fact in the space of actually about 6 months, we saw
the EU Referendum, a new Prime Minister, the election of Donald
Trump as U.S. President, and continued challenges and opportunities for our economy, as well as reform of our public services.
The result of the EU referendum was a clear majority to Leave the
EU, and that result must be accepted, respected, and delivered on.
The Prime Minister has been clear that Brexit means Brexit and
that we must get on with delivering what the British People have
told us to do - she is absolutely right, and I hope that that formal
process will begin early in 2017 with the PM aiming to trigger Article 50 by the end of March.
More broadly, globally, we continue to see a challenging world scene:
the election of Donald Trump was not predicted by many and few
know what his presidency will be like, but I think it is fair to say we
will see changes in U.S. policy; the Middle East continues to be troubled by conflict; and Russia is seeking to be more active on the global
stage.
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Alongside this the global economic recovery, while continuing, still
has some way to go, and at home as we saw in the Autumn Statement, good progress has been made on getting our national finances
back in order, but there is still a lot of work to do. All of this creates
an uncertain world, and presents many challenges, but I can think of
no better person to be leading our country in such challenging times
than our new PM, Theresa May. As many of you know, I am a strong
supporter of hers and believe that she has the ability, strength of
character, judgement, and integrity not only to lead our country
through challenging times, but to turn those challenges in to opportunities for the United Kingdom. I know we will all give her our full
support in 2017 as she, and we all, work to build a country that works
for everyone.
And, of course, locally we have seen some changes - we have a new
Chairman of our Association, Dr Karl Shergill, and a new Deputy
Chairman (Political), Cllr Sue Gerrard, and I congratulate them both
and look forward to working closely with them in the months and
years ahead, and I thank their predecessors Leon Hadji-Nikolaou and
Cllr Peter Osborne for all their work, support, and friendship. We
were disappointed earlier this year to see our new friend, Neil Bannister, lose out to Labour in
the Police and Crime Commissioner election, but it
was a reminder to us not to
take anything for granted,
and of the need to be out
and about campaigning and
making our case. As we
look forward to the year to
come, in 2017 that will be
very important. We have
elections in May for our
County Councillors and it is absolutely vital we get all our voters out
to vote so that we send a full set of Conservative County Councillors
from Charnwood back to County Hall to continue the good work of
the Council.
I hope I will see many of you over the Christmas period, and, although it still feels a little early, all that remains for me to do is to
thank you all for your support and work for the Party in the
course of this year, to wish you a very peaceful and restful
Christmas and all the very best for 2017!

Edward Argar MP

Member of Parliament for Charnwood

6

EVENTS DIARY
2nd December
The 4th Luncheon of the season and the Christmas Special.
Jo. Golby will tell us about Christmas in true Victorian Style.

The Annual Dinner
Thursday 17 th November
More pictures. You know who they all are.

Yes, again this was a wonderful well attended night. A great buzz
of conversation apart from when Rt Hon Karen Bradley MP was telling us all about the Culture, Media & Sport Department for which
she is Secretary of State. We were all surprised by the wide variety
of subjects that came under the sphere of her department. She
took several questions and was very informative. She came across
as a happy, warm, caring person who was interested to hear our
opinions both for and against
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Our President presided over the evening in his usual professional
manner introducing our guest, and controlling the series of Questions. The Raffle , with Beryl and Pat making sure every one had
tickets. The good selection of prizes helped the ticket sales and consequently we had happy winners. The sampling of one bottle was
seen to be shared around the table.
Ed said thank you to all, skipping from one to another in his skilful
manner bring the evening to a joyful end. But nobody seamed to
wanted to go home?
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Did you go to these events ?
Sunday 11th September Birstall Branch
Dr & Mrs Shergill’s home.

Bar-B-Q at

Isn’t it lovely to sit in somebody else’s garden. Eat fresh hot food and win raffle
prizes especially in a lovely garden like this. You could join us and try it sometime

Forest Bradgate Curry Night Cllr Debbie Taylor
reports
On Wednesday 14th September 2016 over 40 people enjoyed a curry night at the Passage to India,
Anstey. The food was excellent, with poppadums,
starters, mains, rice and breads a plenty. The
company was excellent, I thoroughly enjoyed the evening,
and I hope everyone who attended enjoyed themselves. We
were very well looked after and I had plenty of people to
help fold up all the raffle tickets that were sold! We made
£305 for the branch, which will go towards funding the campaign for the County Council elections in May next
year. Thank you to everyone who attended. We plan to hold
a quiz with a fish and chip supper evening early next year.
Syston Fund Raising Lunch,

September 25th at

Beedles Lake Golf Centre.
Just a quick note to let you know how we fared . The Raffle made
£60.00 and after paying for 13 meals we made a profit of
£150.00 on the meals.
A Total profit of £210.00 . Thank you
to everyone who attended and also
to those who provided raffle prizes ,
Dave Houseman for sponsoring the
leaflet and advert in Syston Town
news .
A special thank you to you Renata
for organising the event .
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15th October

2016 Autumn Fair

Takings:
Birstall
Bradgate

£60.00

CWO

£101.00

Glenfield

£52.80

KM & LFE
Queni & SC

£85.00

RS&M

£67.75

Syston

£68.00

Thurmaston
Wreake Vill. £145.00
Commercial Stalls

On Saturday 15th October Charnwood Conservative Association held their annual Autumn Fair at
Queniborough Village Hall.
The event was well attended and there were
several shopping stalls for visitors to browse, as
well as tea/coffee refreshments for those who
wanted to stay and chat.
We had helpers in abundance and a few even
stepped in to help the stallholders sell their
products, including a familiar face on the handbag stall...
Edward Argar MP also attended and as always at
these events, he was on hand to draw the winners of the raffle.
All in all was a lovely morning and we hope to
see you all again at next year’s event.

£45.00
TOTAL

£624.55

Hall cost

£80.00

PROFIT

£544,55

Thank you, Steph.
for the organisation
report and picture.
How much did Colin
make?
Which bag did Colin
eventually buy?

How many Branches have made their quota?
Only 4 weeks left.
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September 2nd
Restoration of Old Buildings/Churches
Dr John Castleman Chairman of Norman & Underwoods the
world respected
experts of lead
work. They
have worked at
the Palace of
Westminster
and Windsor
Castle and that
is only in the UK. There is no doubt, John’s aim in life is to
stop the water getting in and his informative slide show
demonstrated the vast variety of intricate work his company
had done all over the world. Sadly coming to an end.

14th October
Mrs Elixabeth Rye introduced us to a portrait of Mrs Gaskell
signed by Charlotte Bronte.
The questions were, is it Mrs Gaskell and was it painted by Charlotte
Bronte? The research done by Mrs Rye was leading to dead ends.
However the intrigue and the development of each avenue she explored had provided many many hours of, well new questions that
only lengthened the story and provided no answers. A fascinating
story.
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November 4th
Medical Detection Dogs.
We were all spell bound as Wendy Coley told
us about the astounding value of these wonderful devoted dogs.
Sam has POTS, a neurological condition
which sometimes means her heart and brain
do not communicate properly leading to
blackouts. Charlie her alert dog can smell
the changes before she blacks out and tells
Sam to get into a safe position, Charlie has
given her so much confidence she can now go out, with Charlie by her side.
And then there is Tangle. Tangle can detect cancer from urinal samples and from
a large number of samples picked out the ones from Cancer patients and ignored
the others from clear patients. Dogs have also shown they can detect cancer
long before the patient had any idea they might be a sufferer.
In comes science. The same substances that dogs can smell have be detected
and now scientists are actively trying to discover how they can detect the smell
and how to replicate it. A truly wonderful story.

From doggy tales that doctors laughed at to Royal Patronage of
serious science.
This is truly a wonderful story and not only did we thank Wendy Coley but
a huge thank you goes to our programme secretary Mrs Priscilla Lane for
finding Wendy who has inspired us

Now we must wait for our next meeting on 2nd December with great expectation
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Pilot of Centrally Administered Membership
East Midlands.
Did you know that £5 of your subscription is sent to
Conservative Party Headquarters?
Our Office has managed records of all our members on a Computer
programme. Our office staff has kept this up to date, reminded
members when their sub is due and removing those who have and
adding new and etc.

Very time consuming for John.
The CCO computer programme is changing to one that is managed at
CCHQ and designed to assist Associations with campaigning as well
as membership.
It has been in our interest to find out who in our Wards will or is likely to, come out and vote for us. We need them at every election and
if by knocking on doors and asking we can create a record of who
these people are it makes campaigning so much easier. The Programme will help with this and more. This is also something that
can be done at any time of year not just when there is an election.
Now the East Midland Associations have been selected for a trial during which membership management is to be done at Central Office.
Less for us to do but the £5 will become £10.

At the Party Conference the new Party Chairman said that Central Office was recruiting and training staff to be Campaign
Managers who could be sent to Associations in need of help
with their campaigning. Well they can look at our progress
anytime. 100% canvass should be our target!

HAVE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS
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