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For members and supporters of Charnwood Conservative Association
DECEMBER 2013

Chairman's Christmas message.
"I would like to pass this special message to the members of
Charnwood Conservative Association. Christmas has been
celebrated for many years. Although, the celebrations have
changed with the times, the principle of Christmas, as I have
known it since coming to this country has not changed. During
the festive season, I'm always struck by how the spirit of togetherness lies at the heart of the Christmas story.
I would like to thank you for your support to myself and the
association and your generosity at fund raising events.
I hope we as members of the Conservative party, in our
voluntary capacity, can be inspired to put the party message
across effecting a win in all our coming elections.
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous
New Year.
Hanif

Promoted and published by the Charnwood Conservative Association of
768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester LE4 8BD
Printed by Evolution Print & Design Ltd, 37 Lewisher Rd. Leicester LE4 9LR

2

Charnwood Conservative Association
See our new web page: www.charnwoodconservatives.com
Have you changed your email address and not told the office?
The Association Office is at 768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester, LE7 8BD

The Office will be open every week day at some time. Visit between 10.00 and 3.00 or
Phone 0116 260 8609. email: charnwoodca@btconnect.com
Association President: Mr G Peter Fothergill
Three Oaks, 39 The Ridgeway, ROTHLEY, LEICESTER, LE7 7LE
Association Chairman:

Association

M. Hanif Asmal, 10 The Meadway, Syston,
Leicester, LE7 2BD
0116 2698655 or 07734438622
hanifasmal@gmail.com

Mr Martin Greenwood, 64 Grangefield Drive,
Rothley,Leicester, LE7 7NB
0116 230 2033
greenwood287@btinternet..com

Association Deputy Chairmen (Political)

Mr. Leon. Hadjinikolaou 41 Swithland Lane,
Rothley, Leicester LE7 7SH
hadjinkoloau@btinternet.com
07913
490763.
Association Deputy Chairman
(Membership & Fundraising)

Mr Norman McCausland, Flat 3, 49-51 Markfield Road Groby, Leicester, LE6 0FL

normanmccausland@btinternet.com
0758 5004648

Treasurer

Association Vice Chairmen
Chairman Conservative Women’s Organisation

Mrs E Hudson, 1A Salcombe Drive, Glenfield, Leicester, LE3 8AG
0116 232 2889,
emh@johudson.co.uk
Chairman Local Government Committee

Mr Daniel Grimley, 14 The Banks,
QUENIBOROUGH, Leicester, LE7 3DQ.
0116 260 0899 dan@dangrimley.co.uk

Association Notices
Did you look at our NEW web site? Did you tell us if you like it?
www.charnwoodconservatives.com
Our MP Stephen Dorrell is regularly in the office to see you and any other
elector. Ring the office for an appointment. But remember you may
have to join a queue. Every surgery is normally over booked.
The opinions expressed in this edition of the Charnwood Chronicle
are not necessarily those of the Conservative Party.
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Association Annual Reception & Dinner
Friday December 6th 2013
Our Guest is the

Secretary of State for Health
Jeremy Hunt
Member of Parliament for South West Surrey
Tickets are £27.50 each. Just a few left.
The officers of the Association look forward to meeting you at our annual celebration.

Please arrive early.
You will meet most of the
Candidates for the 2014 European Election at the Dinner
Wreake Villages Bi-Election September 12th
A Conservative seat held with +4% swing

James Poland Conservative
Steve Brown Labour
Majority
Turnout
19.9%.

396
87
309

Many congratulation to James and his team. Every House was visited and canvass
cards completed. Work rewarded with a win.

Would you like to be a Councillor?
The Association has just opened the application procedure for candidates old and new
for the 2014 Borough/District elections. If you want to stand and haven’t got the forms
contact Steph. at the office and ask. Email or phone. Do it now!
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The NHS has seldom been out of the news in 2013. Stephen Dorrell, MP
for Charnwood, is Chairman of the Health Select Committee and he
writes below about the lessons for the NHS of a momentous year.
The beginning of 2013 saw the publication of the report of the Francis Inquiry into scandalous failures of care standards at Stafford Hospital.
It was a difficult time for the NHS. An institution
which was celebrated at the Opening Ceremony of
the London Olympics, and which commands virtually unanimous public support was demonstrated to
have failed.
What happened at Stafford wasn’t the result of an
occasional failure or an understandable human error; it was the result of sustained and systematic
abuse of patients by NHS staff who held positions of
trust and responsibility.
Furthermore it is impossible to conclude that what happened at
Stafford couldn’t happen elsewhere. The scale of failure at Stafford
was certainly different, but the factors which made it possible can
be found elsewhere in the system.
Robert Francis’ report made 290 recommendations to address
these failures, many of which have shaped the work of the Health
Select Committee this year.
The Care Quality Commission is responsible for regulating care quality in the system.
Following earlier reports from the Committee the Chair and Chief Executive were replaced in 2012, and we have worked with the new management of CQC to build a more
effective regulator for the future.
Francis made several recommendations for the professional regulators; I am pleased
that following pressure from the Committee, the General Medical Council has finally
started to implement a revalidation process designed to weed out poor doctors; we are
working with the Nursing and Midwifery Council to achieve a similar outcome as well as
requiring it to address its wholly unacceptable backlog of undecided cases.
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Pressures in A&E departments led the Committee to launch a review of urgent and
emergency services in the summer. These pressures are usually the result of failures
elsewhere in the system; as one senior doctor put it to the Committee – “if patients
want to see a doctor, they go where the light is on”. I am pleased that the Government
recently announced that it will implement many of our recommendations to address
these issues over the next few months.

We are now deep into our annual review of health
spending. The NHS receives by far the largest public
service budget, but demand keeps growing. That
means greater efficiency is essential, but the evidence
we have gathered so far suggests there are too many
short term fixes, and not enough fundamental
change.

Nor are these problems unique to the UK. I meet healthcare professionals and policymakers from all over the world. The majority of care delivered to patients is good and
getting better, but there are too many examples of failure.

And every government faces the same challenge of rising demand. From the US Congress, the German Bundestag, the Spanish Cortes and the Japanese Diet, the question is
the same – how can we meet rising demand from limited
resources, while still remaining committed to high quality
care?

It is a question which has dominated the work of the
Health Committee throughout this Parliament – and particularly this year, following the Francis Report.

In the meantime, however, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish every constituent a Happy Christmas
break and successful New Year. My objective is to ensure
that continuing improvements in healthcare is part
of the story of 2014.
Stephen
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One of the joys of being the Association Chairman is the
long list of meetings one is expected to
attend, for example:
As your chairman, I have attended 25 meetings since
August taking an average of three hours per meeting,
which gives a grand total of 75 hours spent on association business between my school, parish council and area
deputy chairman commitment.
Some of the key meetings have been- The general election campaign meeting held in Keyworth, East Midlands
Board meeting, and a chairman’s visit to CCHQ .
Hanif Asmal

We have come to a momentous decision:
The response shown to the use of the National Prize Draw at
Christmas and in the Summer has been falling year by year. So
after months of debate it has been agreed that we go it alone. A
Charnwood Association Raffle in the Spring and Autumn.
Hanif is looking for another meeting with a representative from
each Branch to get it off the ground. Watch this space!

Will your Branch be holding an evening with Stephen Dorrell? It can be a
fund raising do or a house meeting where neighbours and friends, not necessarily members of the party, can be invited to come and meet Stephen and
have a two—way chat. These can be great fun. It is good to hear what local
people think. Some Branches have as yet sent nothing to add to their Quota.
Friday nights are best after Stephen has had a surgery at the office. If you
want a hand to hold whilst you fix one up, help is available.
Talk to Steph at the office.
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Conservative Party Forum – CPF
Following the excellent work by Norman Pratt in heading up our local CPF
panel the role was taken over by Leslie
Mee in June this year.
In order to remind readers of the
Chronicle of what the CPF is; it gives
Members of the Party the opportunity to
take part in policy discussions and get
their voice heard about the major policy
challenges facing Britain. The CPF is a
national Party Group chaired by Oliver
Letwin, Minister for Government Policy.
Quoting from the Conservative Party
website under “What is the CPF?” it
states that the clear agenda for this
Coalition Government is to “build for
the long-term; and shift power to the
people”

Each month a new topic is chosen, the
current being “Housing and Planning”,
for consideration and examination by
CPF members and this enables grass
roots opinions and views to be channelled directly to Conservative Party
HQ. I am collecting your thoughts on
the following:

1.How do we deliver more housing?
2.If financial support was available
for housing where should it be directed?
3.What strategies should be adopted to reutilise redundant land &
buildings?
4.What should be done to encourage home ownership in 2015?
5. What can be done to encourage
a fair and flexible social housing
sector?
We are asked to think through the chal- 6. What more can be done to help
lenges that Britain will face in the years professionalize and stabilize the
to come and in particular the following private rented market?
questions have been posed:

What will the state of Britain be in
2015 and 2020?
How will the Government’s current structural modernisation
programme change Britain –
and what new challenges will
emerge as a result?

Comment on this must be submitted on
December 2nd.
Members are invited to get involved
and join our CPF panel by contributing
your expertise and deliberations on
behalf of Charnwood by contacting
Leslie Mee via

flowergate21@btinternet.com.
What are the likely economic, social, security and environmenDON’T LEAVE IT ALL TO LESLIE.
tal pressures which we will
face in 2015 and 2020?
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NORMAN’S TALKS
The entertaining Dr Michael Lynch, now back from a trip to North Korea
returned with another informative talk on Tuesday 15th October titled:
“ A hangover of the communist past”

North Korea

Originally under Japanese rule became independent state
after the Korean War 1950-53. Dr lynch said it developed a
variant of Marxism, Japanese Imperialism and European
Fascism supported by Russia and China. Belief in self reliant, closed society, Fine whilst the money supply from the
communist states comes in, but what when it stops or has
to be paid back? Human rights record is of regimentation,
repression, economic meltdown and famine with 3 types of
fearful prison systems.
1.

Detention centres for minor offences.

2.

Labour camps for criminals

3.

“control and management places” for anti-state crimes. Political prisoners
used as guinea pigs in chemical weapon experiments.

North Korea has not signed up to any international human rights agreements so
no protection available. Tradition of brutality, no clean record anywhere.
Visitors are welcomed but to avoid the guide being punished it is essential to
stick to instructions and show appreciation for what you are allowed to see.
Very little electricity. Night time satellite picture of South Korea is bright with
light, North Korea was almost black showing hardly any light at all.
Very informative and thought provoking. Good appreciative crowd came.

Tues. 19th November. Dr Lynch returned this time to talk about Brazil.
A developing country, inovative and entrepreneurial. 5th Largest land
mass. 8th largest economy. 3rd biggest stock market. Population
about 200 million. Relatively harmonious mix of Whites, Mixed Race,
Blacks, Asians and Amerindians. Large parts of population in abject poverty. Dr Lynch held us all for over an hour attentive to his compelling
word picture of a country we must watch grow. Come again do!
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September 6th and the new season
opened with:

Jonathan Morgan,

a social history of wonders going back in
time all stored away throughout the house
and garage for ages. Many he brought

“The Politician’s
Husband”
An intimate insight to
the life of the House
Husband of MP for
Loughborough and
Son.. Jonathan, described by our
Chairman as a really modern man,
had given up a very senior role in a
large London based Firm of Architects in the Capitol to live with his
wife in her Loughborough Constituency. A warm friendly family story
with humour. If you didn’t come,
then you will have to ask someone
who did to tell you some of the fascinating details.
October 4th. With

Chris Knight,

“Auntie, the war
is over”
This was one of the
funniest talks we can
remember. Aunty decided it was time for her to move to a
smaller home. The family arrived to find

including paper cuttings, hundreds of
ironed folded paper bags, mementoes of
old lost friends, food packets and tins.
The examples were endless and the stories
of each told with such humour we were
laughing for the whole 45 minutes. Thank
you Chris, we shall remember this for a
long time
November 1st. With Debbie
Stobbs, and her colleague from the
voluntary sector of the:
“Leics. Youth Offending Service”
Mrs Stobbs explained that 25% of
crimes were caused by 10—20 year
olds. These crimes are categorised
as Serious Crimes / Anti-social behaviour / Minor misdemeanours. and it
is the last two that the service concentrate upon. Reduction of reoffending is
the motivation.
Sorry no picture—
I forgot to take my camera. P
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Birstall Branch,
Friday 11th October 2013

Wreake Villages,Queniborogh
& South Croxton Branches
8th November 2013

The invitation said an evening of food for
Annual Skittles Event
thought and conversation.. Well the food
was of the highest orders and the buzz of
This event took place recently, at the Royal
conversation was pretty dominant from the
Oak Pub, Cossington.
beginning. As for the thought, we all
thought it was a
The event was very
great night.
well attended and an
There were groups
enjoyable night was
all over the place
had by all, and we all
and people walking
about from one to
got to meet our new
another.
Wreake Villages BorThanks were expressed to our attentive
ough Councillor, James Poland.
hosts Karl and Serinda Shergill.
We ladies did let the
men win, which was
Stephen Dorrell
very sporting of us.
came and on
Following the match,
specific instruction from Branch we had a buffet, and
Chairman, Mary,
a raffle. All in all a
gave a short
speech. He com- very good night, we
pared the leaders raised £91. We will be repeating the event
conference speeches, naming Ed Miliband
as moving to the out of date socialist agen- next year, so look out for the date and
da and our David Cameron’s polished per- book your places early, space is limited.
formance of enQueniborough & South Croxton Branch
couragement and
optimism.
took the opportunity to do the second
100Club Draw and the four winners were
Then came the
Raffle and the
Chris Sawday, Sue
prizes were handShield, Steve
ed out and we
Hampson and
went back out to
the cold rainy
Suzan McKenzie.
night air.
Congratulations
Late News
to all. The third
and final 100Club
It is with great sadness that we learn that
Birstall Borough Councillor Stuart Jones
Draw for 2013, is at the Christmas Fair on
died peacefully in hospital 19th November.
Saturday 7th December. If you wish to be
He was originally diagnosed with yellow
included in the draw for 2014, contact
jaundice and was undergoing treatBrenda Brayshaw on 0116 2605801.
ment. While initially Stuart was upbeat
about getting back to Council business,
those who visited him in the last few days Steph Bradshaw (Secretary – Wreake
noticed he was not quite his usual self.
Villages)
Our thoughts and prayers are for the family
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Important Branch Activities. Date: NOW
Yes, We know we keep going on about raising money, quotas and so
on but as Conservatives we want to win elections. We need to be
the largest party after the European elections in 2014, have a majority
of Councillors on the Borough Councils after the elections in 2015 and
also to return our Member of Parliament to Westminster in 2015.
Unfortunately these things cost money, Let us look at them:
European Parliamentary Election Estimated cost £80,000 across the East Midlands,
being 14 constituencies, just over £5,700 each. We have been paying a contribution
each year towards this but not enough and we have a catch up to meet.
The last Borough Council Election cost just short of £5,000 so it would be wise to budget for that again.
The last General election cost about the same and we need another £5,000 for that.
We have a reason for expecting Branches to meet their Quota.
In addition to Quotas we shall need every vote we can extract from
the electorate in the constituency and that means finding who
would vote for us and then making sure they do. Its called campaigning. It is time to start planning your action!

It is with much sadness that we report the death of Barrie Byford
Barrie died in the afternoon of Friday 9th November at home. He had been unwell for
some weeks. His recovery from a cancer operation has not been a smooth and easy
path. His time had come. The funeral will be private. A service of thanks giving will be
held at Leicester Cathedral at 2.30pm on Tuesday 26th November.
Barrie was the much loved husband of Baroness Byford DBE. DL. Who was our President
for many years. A countryman and gentlemen loved by a special wide family. Barrie
has done a huge amount of work for the Party and has been very active with the Quorn
Branch and the old and existing Loughborough Constituency, more recently their President. He kept his connection with the Loughborough Constituency after Charnwood
was formed but has been supportive of the Rothley Branch activities and I am sure he
would have turned up at the Christmas Fair were he still with us. He will be missed.
Our prayers are for Hazel and the family.
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Charnwood Conservative Association

CHRISTMAS
FAIR
At

The Rothley Centre
Mountsorrel Lane, Rothley.
th

Saturday 7

December

10am till 12 noon
Admission 50p
Rt Hon S Dorrell MP will attend
Raffle, Tombola, Books,
Produce Stalls, Games,
Vegetables, Bric a Brac etc
There will be a display of
Dance by young people
during the morning.

