
12 

CHARNWOOD CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION 

Come and join us all for our 

Celebration Supper Evening  

After that win this is a must for all 

Friday 12th June 2015 

                       Rothley Court Hotel 

                     Westfield Lane 

                      ROTHLEY 

                      LE7 7LG 

 

Our new Member of Parliament  

Edward Argar  MP 

and 

Rt Hon Stephen Dorrell will attend 

 

 Supper                      Cash Bar                         Raffle 

Tickets at £10                    from 7.30pm                                       

Numbers by Monday 8th please 

 

For members and supporters of Charnwood Conservative Association 

June 2015 

Promoted and published by the Charnwood Conservative Association of  

768 Melton Road,  Thurmaston, Leicester LE4 8BD 

Printed by Evolution Print & Design Ltd, 143 Cavendish Rd. Leicester LE2 7PJ 

Our new Member of Parliament for Charnwood 
with the “Sift Team” who made the first selection from 86 to 10. 

Majority  16,931 

07.00 AM 8th May 2015 



Charnwood Conservative Association 

The Association Office is at 768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester, LE7 8BD 

The Office will be open every week day at some time.  Visit between 10.00 and 3.00 or 

Phone 0116 260 8609.   email: charnwoodca@btconnect.com 

Association President:  Mr G Peter Fothergill         

Three Oaks,   39 The Ridgeway,   ROTHLEY,   LEICESTER,    LE7 7LE 

0116 237 5106 or fax 0116 237 5539 
Association Chairman 

Mr. Leon. Hadjinikolaou    
41 Swithland Lane,   
Rothley, Leicester LE7 7SH 
07913 490763      

hadjinkoloau@btinternet.com  

Association Deputy Chairmen (Political) 

Mr Peter Osborne CC 
114A Main Street 
Swithland, Loughborough, Leicester, LE12  
01509 890 882 
mail@peter-osborne.co.uk 

       
Association Deputy Chairman (Membership 
& Fundraising)       

Mr Simon Bradshaw    
36 New Zealand Lane 
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FT 
07701 098828  Bradshaw586@btinternet.com 

Association Treasurer 
 

Mrs Brenda Brayshaw 
36 Avenue Road 
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7  3FA 
0116 260 5801  brayshaw@talktalk.net 

Association Vice Chairmen 

Chairman Conservative Women’s  Organisa-
tion 

Mrs Mary Allen,    
34 Orchard Road 
BIRSTALL,   Leicester LE4 4GA 
0116 267 3941   
  
Chairman Local Government Committee 

Mr Daniel Grimley,     
14 The Banks,   
QUENIBOROUGH, Leicester, LE7 3DQ. 
0116 260 0899     dan@dangrimley.co.uk 

Association Notices 

With the exception of Groby, We now have a Conservative Councillor in 
all Wards.   A wonderful achievement.   Campaigning has worked. 

Our NEW MP Edward Argar will be starting up a regular programme of 
Surgeries.   Ring the office for an appointment.    

Does the office know your email address?????? 
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See us on Facebook and Twitter!      
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So we move to the surprise Ward, Thurmaston.   With the resent bad 

Bye-election loss we were concerned about the result in this Ward.   

How were we going to fair?   3 candidates and 3 wins. That was sure a 

great result.   Our new young  Matthew Brooks topped the poll, clear 

of the nearest Labour candidate by 243 votes.   Congrats to all. 

Result 3 Cons 

Total score for Charnwood Borough    18 out of 19 Conservatives. 

Now for Blaby.   Here and for months, we had great difficulty finding 

candidates, particularly in Glenfields.   However by 

“gentle” persuasion  mainly by  Lee Brecon and his 

family, candidates were “found” including one 

who thought she was only a paper candidate.   

When Nominations closed and we saw that the 

other parties had greater difficulty to find candi-

dates than we did.   Both Ellis and Fairestone were 

2 seat wards.   There were 2 Conservatives in each 

ward but NO Liberal Democrats and only 1 Labour 

in each.   Amazing!    No longer a paper candidate for Scarlet Brecon.    

Result 4 Conservatives wins. 

In both Kirby Muxloe and Leicester Forest East no other party put up 

candidates and so all 5 Conservative Candidates were elected unop-

posed.   That is 5 more making a total of 9 Conservative Councillors 

for Blaby from Charnwood. 

Because of the unfortunate happenings in the Groby Branch the Groby 

Ward had no Conservative Candidates giving 2 wins for the Liberal 

Democrats.     However the Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council is 

now Conservative controlled.    



10 

Borough Council Election Results 

There is not space here to print out a full set of results.   We did well.   Every 

ward has a conservative councillor. 

The only sad Ward was ANSTEY. The Liberal Democrat, who has held the 

seat for as long as we can remember held on. So one of our 2 candidates 

become third by only 16 vote.                             Result 1 Conservative hold. 

Birstall Wanlip and Watermead Wards both returned 2 conservative coun-

cillors.   Beating the dreaded Sansome guy                          Result  4 Cons. 

East Goscote.   What a excellent  result and a reward for all the hard work. 

A convincing win for Sue Gerrard and her team.   This single seat ward had 

been held by the BNP for too long                                     .   Result 1 Cons 

Forest Bradgate returned David Snartt with a majority of over 1,000. 

No surprises there then!                                                          Result 1 Cons. 

An easy win for both candidates in Mountsorrell.   Well done to the next 

Mayor, John Capleton and promotion to cabinet for Leigh Harper Davis.   

Deserved rewards.   UKIP 3rd?                                                Result 2 Cons. 

In Queniborough Dan Grimley held on by over 1,000 majority and over 50% 

of the vote.                                                       Result 1 Cons. 

Another comfortable win is Rothley and Thurcaston.   

Here our new Association Chairman had a clear 2,000 

majority (He had it all stitched up) with Brian Page close 

behind and a welcome return to the Borough.    

 Result  2 Cons. 

A comfortable win for all 4 of our candidates in Syston.   

In Syston East Steven Hampson and Ken Pacey were well clear of the rival 

Liberal Democrat and Tom Barkley, being top scorer, and Eric Vardy well in 

front of the Labour Family.                                                             Result 4 Cons. 
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This is an opportunity to empha-
sise our grateful thanks to Hanif. 
 

Hanif having 
completed 3 
years as the 
Association 
Chairman he 
has had to re-
tire.  
 
 That is the 
rules.   Not 

everyone realises the amount of 
work and responsibility that land 
on the shoulders of an Associa-
tion Chairman when elected.    
 
The rest of us must thank him 
for the immense amount of work 
he has put into the task.    
 
The PCC election and the Euro 
election, the need to find and 
select a new candidate for the 
Parliamentary election, the pro-
cess of selection of 26 candi-
dates for the Borough and Dis-
trict election, and in addition the 
attendance at   the Area Com-
mittee as Deputy Chairman and 
so on.  
 
And yes even a visit to No.10.    
 
Well done,  Hanif and thank 
you.   Your experience and 
guidance will become sort after.  

 Other news 

Leon for Leicester South. Well that 
was the target..   He didn’t expect 
to win,   He wanted the experience 
and to increase the Conservative 
vote and presence in the Constitu-
ency.   He certainly did that. Im-
pressively .   It will be interesting 
what seat he is offered next time. 

However he 
did win in the 
Rothley & 
Thurcaston 
Ward  for 
Charnwood 
Borough.   

 

OTHER WINNERS 

 

Deborah Taylor    
Anstey 

Susan Gerrard      
East Goscote 

Renata Jones     
Birstall Wanlip 
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Edward’s Message 

THANK YOU! 
 

Well, what a night and what a fan-

tastic set of election results 

across Charnwood and national-

ly….as I write this it is fewer than 

two weeks since we were all out 

campaigning and being told by 

the pollsters and media that the 

national result was going to be a 

hung Parliament – what a differ-

ence two weeks makes!  

 

Firstly, a huge thank you for your hard work campaigning 

for me, for our first-class local council candidates, and for 

our neighbours like Nicky Morgan. And a very personal 

thank you to Peter Tyrrell who as my agent worked tire-

lessly for me and for our council campaign – a true gentle-

man, with the strongest sense of public and political ser-

vice, loyalty to our Party, and someone I am proud to call a 

friend. 

 

It’s been a hectic few weeks since standing there as the 

result was announced at 6:30 in the morning of 8
th

 May.  

From the moment I walked off stage and the Returning Of-

ficer handed me a small envelope with instructions for 

newly elected MPs, to the 7:45am interview on Monday 

morning with BBC Radio Leicester and arriving at Parlia-

ment a little like a new boy at school to be given my pass 

and induction meeting after induction meeting with the 

Whips and parliamentary authorities, it has been a whirl-

wind of activity - and the work for constituents started 

within hours of arriving. Member of Parliament for Charn-

wood. 
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The Anstey Team 

Monday 30
th

 March saw Bradgate Branch hold a fund raiser at 

the Passage to India restaurant in Anstey. 

 

60 people attended the event which featured a buffet style din-

ner, a great raffle (over 30 prizes) and a guest appearance by 

our new MP, Edward Argar. 

 

Sue Witts and Deborah Taylor who both stood for election in 

Anstey were in attendance as was David Snartt from Newtown 

Linford.  Many well known faces from within our Association 

gave their support too. 

 

A fantastic event organised by Sue Witts to raise fighting funds 

for our campaign literature.  We raised £720.00 thanks to Pas-

sage to India who donated half of the ticket price. 

 

For further information on running an event, please get in 

touch.   It can be done.   Well done, Sue. 

 

How did your Branch raise the money for your leaflets???? 
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Yes, although the election campaign was going on, Luncheon Club 

was as well. 

On 27th March Martin Greenwood took us around the world with 

stories of his work on BIG ships.  He told us of his training and career 

path.   We saw pictures of the ships he worked on and some of the 

places he visited.   There was a funny side too?????  

On 1st May Richard Pollard told us of his 30 years with the Leicester-

shire Constabulary.   What a fascinating insight into the behind the 

headline stories of some of the big crimes that have happened in 

Leicestershire. 

On 5th June James Craven talked to us about the History of Perfume.. 

Now we know why the cost of all those “dab it ons” are so high, how 

the basic oils evolve and how they are created.   Time, the biggest 

ingredient is time and lots of it. 

In addition the Club Annual General Meeting was held on 5th June..  

It was reported that although we are supposed to be a financial con-

tributor to the Association we only made a profit of a few quid.   The 

cost of Speakers was for ever going up.   Proposals to increase the 

Annual Membership Fee went from £10 to £12.50 before agreement  

was reached.   There were no complaints and the Officers were re-

turned unopposed..   A new programme is being arranged and details 

will be published in September.  Do join us. 
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Candidate Party Votes % Support 

ARGAR Conservative 28384 54.31 

Kelly-Walsh Labour 11453 21.92 

Yates UKIP 8330 15.94 

Sansome Liberal Dem 3605 6.90 

Duffy BNP 489 0.94 

 Total Votes 52261  

 Electorate 77269  

 Majority 16931  

 Turn out 67.64%  

Sitting in the Chamber for the first time with the House of 

Commons in session to elect a Speaker is an instant re-

minder of the huge trust placed in me by the people of 

Charnwood – a trust and responsibility I have vowed to re-

pay over the next five years as your MP. And it is of course 

to the people of Charnwood that I owe the greatest thanks 

– I will always be your voice in the House of Commons, 

working for the whole community, and making sure the 

views of Charnwood are heard loud and clear. 

There will be some tough decisions and a lot of hard work 

over the next five years, but we have been elected locally 

and nationally with a strong mandate, clear manifesto 

commitments, and a determination to help build a better, 

more secure, future for our community and our country. 

The work to deliver on our promises starts now.  

Edward Argar MP 
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The new Mayor of Charnwood. A thank you for services to the        

Borough and Mountsorrel 

John Capleton  says I was born in Crosby, Merseyside where I spent my first 

five years.  My parents then emigrated to South Africa and I grew up and went 

to school in Cape Town. 

I trained in accountancy but, after a few years, I became interested in compu-

ting, that was then in it’s infancy.  After further training I joined Total Oil 

South Africa as a computer programmer. 

In my mid twenties I left South Africa, returned to the UK and lived in London 

for a few years, where I worked for Total Oil UK.  I married in 1972 and 

moved to Charnwood and lived in Woodhouse, Rothley and now Mountsorrel.   

I continued to work in Information Technology and worked at the Leicester-

shire Health Authority and then Leicester City Council until I retired in 2007. 

I’ve been involved in various aspects of voluntary work and have served as a 

school governor and a Samaritan volunteer. 

I’ve always been interested in politics and consider it a privilege to have 

served as Charnwood councillor for Mountsorrel for the past eight years. 

My passion is for foreign travel and I’ve visited over fifty countries.  I really 

loved India and South East Asia. 

I have one daughter, three sons and one grandson. 
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Another Reward for all the work and time given 

I first entered BDC in 1981 at a 
bye-election. 

BDC was then committee run and I 
served on Planning,  Administra-
tion (VC) and Finance and GP. 

I was a member for 8 years. 

At that time we were in Blaby con-
stituency and were members of 
Blaby Conservative Association. 

Eleanor and I then went to USA 
and returned to Glenfield in 1995. 

We both remained members of 
the party whilst in USA, 

On our return a certain Peter 
Tyrrell persuaded us to join the 
brand new Charnwood Associa-
tion.  We did and got a certifi-
cate signed by John Major. 

In 1999 I won the DC election to BDC 
in Glenfield Ellis Ward. 

The first new thing was for me to be 
put on the new “Pilot Cabinet” 

Since 1999 I have served on the Cabi-
net with various portfolios including 
Planning, then Environmental Health 
and finally Finance. 

From 2004 until 2013 I served as Dep-

uty Leader. 


