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Association Notices
Did you look at our NEW web site? Did you tell us if you like it?
www.charnwoodconservatives.com
Our MP Stephen Dorrell is regularly in the office to see you and any
other elector. Ring the office for an appointment. But remember you
may have to join a queue. Every surgery is normally over booked.

Friday 31st January 2014 was the date for the

first Executive Council Meeting of 2014.
And so for another 5 years: The Association have these meetings regularly
throughout each year. They are where the management of the Charnwood Asso‐
ciation take place. Representatives from every Branch attended. But this was
no ordinary meeting. The last item on the agenda was a speech by our MP
Stephen Dorrell. That in itself is not unusual. But this speech was followed by a
vote to agree or not that Stephen should be our candidate at the next General
election. He spoke with passion about his reason for being a conservative and
compared the different approaches of other parties to a new problem. Should
the government get involved or should the
government take control? A question Con‐
servatives always ask. Small government,
Trust the people. He continued with his
vision of the way ahead and what other
problems we faced and perhaps to be
given the same approach. Should the gov‐
ernment be involved at cost to the taxpayer?

The result of the secret ballot was unanimous.
Stephen expressed his gratitude and we applauded.
Another major item was the presentation of the draft Annual accounts. Martin
Greenwood circulated pre audited accounts to be presented at the AGM. There
was considerable discussion about the quotas set for branches to raise each year.
Many formulae have been used over the past years to calculate these. The total
target has been £11k and less than
£7k was raised by branches. With
the Association expenditure £19k. any
suggestion as to how the gap is filled
will be given attention.

Have you a suggestion?

Stephen’s overview
We love talking about the weather and the first few weeks of 2014 have
left us talking of little else. Acres of newsprint have been consumed in cover‐
age of the bad weather and the associated search for scapegoats.
Last year it was snow, this year it was rain, but every year it is the Prime
Minister’s fault! Few things are more absurd than the sight of grown men
and women arguing about who got the weather forecast wrong.
As the weather improves I hope that public debate will concentrate more on
the issues for which the politicians can and should be held responsible.

Foremost among these is our recovering economy.
It is easy to forget where we came from. In the Labour years government
spending was completely out of control. By 2010 the government was
spending £4 for every £3 it collected in tax. It was worse than Greece or Ire‐
land or any of the other basket cases of recent years. And Labour said it was
fine.
Worse than that, when the Coalition started to reverse these trends, Labour
said it was wrong. They said it would cause a recession and undermine living
standards. Their alternative would have been to borrow more – leaving
open the question of whether they could have found anyone willing to lend.
Now we know who was right. Far from causing the recession Labour pre‐
dicted, the Coalition programme has provided the foundation for the fastest
growing economy in Europe. Living standards are rising and unemployment
is falling – exactly the opposite of what Labour said would happen.

But it would be a big mistake to imagine that the job is done.
Borrowing is still too high. Taxes are also too high. Too many people remain
unemployed. Living standards have fallen behind and public services have
not kept up with rising demand and rising expectations. That is the legacy of
a decade in which Labour avoided hard truths and tried to spend its way out
of trouble.

Having turned the corner we now need to
follow through the Government’s plan to
build a really competitive economy. Britain is
on the mend, but the rest of the world has
not stood still. Indeed the pace of change is
growing all the time as new competitors
emerge to challenge traditional businesses in
world markets.

That is why the political choices of the next
18 months are so important. We no longer
live in a cosy industrialized club from which
the majority of humanity was excluded. In the modern world our living stan‐
dards are challenged every day by new products and new ideas from compa‐
nies which didn’t exist in the twentieth century, based in countries which
were previously excluded from world markets.

Now we really have to be able to “take on the world”.
Which is why we must reduce taxes, reduce regulation and encourage busi‐
nesses to change faster than their competitors.
And why we need a majority Conservative government which can carry
through the changes necessary to allow this to happen.
Competitiveness is not an abstract concept. It is the difference between suc‐
cess and failure. Success means a growing economy supporting rising living
standards and improving public services. Failure means low growth or no
growth which leads inexorably to falling living standards and failing public
services.
Over the last decade Britain has flirted with failure. It has been a scary ex‐
perience.
We now have the opportunity to build a successful future for ourselves and
our children. We must not throw it away.
That is what the politics of the next 18 months will be about.

The 2013 Association Dinner was an evening with surprises
These have been reported upon elsewhere particularly on the Association web site
where there are many lovely pictures. The evening was enjoyed by everyone
thanks to the presence of Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP. There were however disap‐
pointments with the management who hadn’t provided what was expected. These
matters have been taken up with Park Hill Controlling Director. See report on
Luncheon Club Page about our February visit.

The 2014 Summer Lunch will be on July 4th and our Guest will be the
Member of Parliament for Loughborough and
Economic Secretary to the Treasury.
Last year she had to withdraw at the last minute because
of an unexpected debate on the House and as a senior
Whip, at that time, she had to be there. This time we
both have our fingers crossed. We heard from her hus‐
band last September, now we have an opportunity to
meet and hear from Nicky herself.

This is a MUST date for your Diary. July 4th.

Mary Allen for Birstall
Birstall Wanlip is a growing Ward. Almost every
day there is another dwelling ready for occupancy
and a new school is planned. At the last election
Stuart Jones polled 1932 votes, 829 clear of Labour
who came second. Turn out was 47%.
Well Mary, Sometimes it doesn’t matter how
hard you work the results don’t come out as you
wish. Bags of support from your team was not
wasted. It will be different next May.
The weather was awful, the liberal candidate was
economical with the truth, you had a cold and
victory was not yours. We are all very sorry.
Liberal Democrats 508, Conservatives 419
Labour 355 Majority 89

Where is democracy going? At
the Wythenshaw & Sale east By‐
election only 28% of the electors
voted. The winning Candidate
got in with only less than 17% of
the votes. Or 72 people out of
every 100 took no part in the
election of a member of Parlia‐
ment. Is this democracy? Was
he the peoples choice?

Would you like to be a Councillor.
Before each election the Association announces a date when Candidate selection
process begins. This announcement for the 2015 Borough Elections was made at
the last Executive Council Meeting on 31st January. Anyone who would like to en‐
ter the process must advise the office as soon as they can. After which arrange‐
ments will be made for you to be interviewed by the Approvals Committee for inclu‐
sion on the Candidates list. Then the candidate can apply for selection to any
branch who has a vacancy, May sound elaborate but the aim is to ensure you under‐
stand what will be expected of you and that you understand what you will face.
The opinions expressed in this edition of the Charnwood Chronicle
are not necessarily those of the Conservative Party.

HOW DO YOU FANCY AN EVE‐
NING OUT WITH A MEAL ON
THE RIVER TRENT?
Tickets would have to be £25 each.
This trip has been highly recom‐
mended and can be arranged if
enough of you ring the office to say
you would like to go? Evening or
Sunday Lunch?

Syston Branch had a nice crowd who went to Syston Spice
for a night out. Good educational conversation about
council matters and pleasure to see the some of next gen‐
eration come to join us.

Wreake Villages also had a Curry Night at The Wheel in
Rearsby this week with an acceptable gathering.
Picture and report for a later edition

What we want is a report and pictures from other
Branches when they hold events

WE NEED YOU
Some one to join the Club Committee and perhaps become the
Membership Secretary or the Treasurer. What do they do?
Treasurer. Looks after the money collected in membership fees
and at each lunch, prepare the cheque for the Club when you get
the bill, normally on the day and pay the speaker as agreed when
the booking was made. Some speakers are free, some only want travel costs.
Take monies to the bank.
Membership Secretary. Remind members, and any other
person recruited, to pay their subscription. Receive messages
about attendance, list attenders for each lunch, inform club of
numbers and negotiate menu before each event.
Nothing arduous. IF YOU CAN HELP, TALK TO US

We go back to December 13th
2013 for a journey into the land
of ‘Yesterday’s Joys’

a selection of poems by
Delia Bennett.
We were transported back through
Delia’s life , into the times of Joy,
sadness and laughter all in rhyme
revealing an insight into her charac‐
ter and relaxed views of life. We
laughed and said Ah! We really had
a lovely time. Some of us bought
her book.
Being the Christmas lunch, Park Hill
had put on a show finishing with
mince pies and Crackers and Drive
Carefully won’t you?

At our meeting on February 7th we
were each greeted by the New
Events manager at Park Hill.
The
buzz was happy and we had good
food served with a new welcome
caring charm. We started the new year
with the annual favourite having Stephen
Dorrell and he didn’t disappoint. He
talked of elections. Starting with Birstall,
the Euro election and finally the coming
General election and importance of the
need for us to achieve great things at
them all. We have got to do everything
we can to win a 50 seat majority for the
Conservatives at the general and the
European election is a good target to en‐
sure the tide is in our favour by 2015.
How can we not agree to that?

EUNUCHS AND CONCUBINES in the Chinese Imperial Court. 21st January 2014
The entertaining Dr Lynch returned for the last time this season to tell us of life in
the Chinese Imperial Court from way back in time up to 1911 when it began to
changed. It had recognised the need to compete with Western life. The em‐
peror’s word was law. Nothing else was accepted as possible. It was an honour to
be of service to him and to have a child chosen to be in his court was something
everybody strove to attain. Girls became Concubines to serve the emperor’s sex‐
ual satisfaction and provide heirs if the empress could not. The boys became
Eunuchs—guardians of the harem and given full castration to ensure no threat to
the lineage. Dr Lynch warned us we might be upset but dealt with the painful truth
with great tact and clarity.
In cases of marriage, instead of sending
the lady’s portrait to the intended, as
we might, it is customary to send the
exact dimensions of her foot. Their
taste is perverted to such an extraordi‐
nary degree that he told us of a Chi‐
nese physician he knew who had no
other intercourse with the woman he
lived with than to view and fondle her
feet.
After a cuppa in a Q&A session, the change to a more universal lifestyle was ex‐
plained but the duty to serve is still engrained. An enlightening and well attended
evening gathering. Thank you Norman and thank you Dr Lynch, do come again.

We are assured by Norman that Dr Lynch will
return in the autumn with a new series of
talks. Watch this space

A summer series of more political talks is being arranged to whet your interest:

Tuesday 15th April Subject:
“Building in Charnwood and the Green Wedges”
Speaker: Cllr Peter Osborne CC. Chair of Plans Committee on Charnwood
Borough Council and County Council Cabinet Member for Highways & Transport..
Current and Local conflict concerning House building and Community Separation
Land and need to meet the demand for housing of all types do not often go sweetly
together. Here is a chance to hear some of the obstacles facing the planners and
the public.

Green Wedges around
Rothley and surrounding
area.
How secure are they?

Tuesday 13th May

Subject: “A short story of politics”

Speaker: Mr Leon Hadji Nikolaou MD FRCS Deputy Chair Political
Charnwood Conservative Association.
Leon has come to this country from another European State, Greece, and likes what
he finds here.
There will be a small entry charge to cover costs.
All meetings at ROTHLEY CENTRE starting at 7.30 pm.

Message from Prime Minister David Cameron to our
Chairman Hanif Asmal for us all.

With a vital European Election fast approaching, I wanted to send a quick
note to you and everyone else who is going to be at the heart of our campaign: our MEPs, MPs, Candidates, Councillors, Association Officers, Campaign Managers and most important supporters.
I'll be sending regular updates to this list throughout the campaign, letting you
know what our key messages are, where our focus needs to be, and how the
campaign overall is progressing.
Put simply, this year's European Election is the most important in a generation. For the first time since the Eurozone crisis, British people get to
have their say on our country's relationship with the EU.
There is no doubt that we need real change in Europe. Since becoming Prime
Minister, I've taken action to stand up for Britain: cutting the EU budget to protect taxpayers, vetoing a new EU treaty that would have given more power to
Brussels, and refusing to spend British taxes bailing out the euro.
But I believe the EU needs fundamental change so it works for Britain. I
will do my best to negotiate a better deal for the British taxpayer and our
country - and when those negotiations are complete, I'll give the British
people a say on whether we should remain in the EU with an in-out referendum before the end of 2017.
Both Labour and the Liberal Democrats oppose this plan and want to deny the
British people a say - while UKIP simply can't deliver.
So we have a very strong message in this campaign: only the Conservatives
can deliver real change in Europe, and this election is a hugely important step
to securing it.
From this weekend, I will be sending letters to millions of voters about these
crucial elections, as well as campaigning right across Britain. We need to get
every Conservative in the country behind our campaign.

David Cameron

