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Because of poor support for our once regular Spring and 

Christmas Fairs that raised £1,000 each every year,  We 

now want a recovery at an Autumn Fair.                                 

All  Branches can run a stall to make money for the forth 

coming elections.   Commercial Stalls will be invited IF and 

only IF space needs to be filled after branches have booked 

a pitch.   Now come on inspiration required Urgently. 

Refreshments will be available.                                                There will be a main raffle. 

Bric-a-Brac, Second hand Books,  some plants and a  Tombola already promised.   

We just want to know what YOU will be doing?   Ring Percy Hartshorn on  237 4683 

or email  percyhartshorn@talktalk..net 
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For members and supporters of Charnwood Conservative Association 

September 2014 

What a lovely SUMMER LUNCH! 

Report on page 3 

Promoted and published by the Charnwood Conservative Association of  

768 Melton Road,  Thurmaston, Leicester LE4 8BD 

Printed by Evolution Print & Design Ltd, 143 Cavendish Rd. Leicester LE2 7PJ 



Charnwood Conservative Association 

See our new web page:   www.charnwoodconservatives.com 

Have you changed your email address and not told the office? 

The Association Office is at 768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester, LE7 8BD 

The Office will be open every week day at some time.  Visit between 10.00 and 3.00 or 

Phone 0116 260 8609.   email: charnwoodca@btconnect.com 

Association President:  Mr G Peter Fothergill         

Three Oaks,   39 The Ridgeway,   ROTHLEY,   LEICESTER,    LE7 7LE 

0116 237 5106 or fax 0116 237 5539 
Association Chairman: 

M. Hanif Asmal,  10 The Meadway, Syston,  

Leicester, LE7 2BD                

0116 2698655 or 07734438622    email  
hanifasmal@gmail.com 

Association Deputy Chairmen (Political) 

Mr. Leon. Hadjinikolaou    
41 Swithland Lane,   
Rothley, Leicester LE7 7SH 
07913 490763      

hadjinkoloau@btinternet.com  
          
Association Deputy Chairman  

(Membership & Fundraising)       
Miss Renata Jones,    
30 St Pauls Drive,  
SYSTON,  Leicester,   LE7 2JX 
07980868188    rceljones@gmail.com 

Association Treasurer  

Mr Martin Greenwood,   64 Grangefield Drive,   

Rothley,Leicester, LE7 7NB 

0116 230 2033         greenwood287@btinternet..com    

Association Vice Chairmen 

Chairman Conservative Women’s  Organisa-
tion 

Mrs Mary Allen,    
34 Orchard Road 
BIRSTALL,   Leicester LE4 4GA 
0116 267 3941   
  
Chairman Local Government Committee 

Mr Daniel Grimley,     

14 The Banks,   

QUENIBOROUGH, Leicester, LE7 3DQ. 

0116 260 0899     dan@dangrimley.co.uk 

 

Association Notices 

Did you look at our NEW web site?   Did you tell us if you like it?    
www.charnwoodconservatives.com 

Our MP Stephen Dorrell is regularly in the office to see you and any other 
elector.   Ring the office for an appointment.   But remember you may  
have to join a queue.    Every surgery is normally over booked. 
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Put this date in your Diary Thusday 6th November 2014 

Charnwood Conservative Association Annual Reception and Dinner 

At Beedles Lake Golf Centre 

East Goscote LE7 3QW 

Invitation and reply form for ticket applications enclosed. 

Rt Hon Patrick McLoughlin 

MP for Derbyshire Dales 

Secretary of State for 

Transport 

Our Guest 

Two Cabinet Ministers in one 

year.   Just believe it. 

Oh! Yes.   Another thing.   Its about money.   Sorry we have 

been dipping into the current account for more than has 

been going in.   For the first 5 months of this year there has 

been a nasty MINUS sign on the statements. 

At the AGM, a budget was agreed and that included an in-

come from Branches.   If there had been an income from 

Branches that MINUS sign would not have been there. 

Nobody could be bothered to support a Spring Fair this year 

so that was MINUS £1,000 and so it went on. 

HOW ARE WE GOING TO PAY FOR THE 2015 ELECTIONS? 
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The discussion evening at Rothley Centre on 10th June led by Leon Hadji-

nikolauo was titled “Your vision of future of village development”.   About 

18 people attended. 

Leon gave a slide talk to set the scene and a 

lively constructive discussion followed.   The 

meeting recognised that more houses were 

required and understood why there was such 

pressure to get the job progressed.  They 

were also aware that parish councils had all 

advised the borough where they would be 

happy for development to take place.   It was 

well accepted that it was only people who 

owned land could make it available for development and the whole of 

building work depended on them.    

However the overall concern was the inability of plans committees to en-

sure village separation and green spaces are maintained.   There was a gen-

uine appeal for villages to be retained as individual communities.   The cur-

rent trend of merging villages, by application to build on land recognised at 

boundaries as village separation space with the support of inspectors, re-

ceived the most alarm.   Pleas for this authority to be returned to Plan Com-

mittees to determine these divisions were made very strongly.   Such a mi-

nor change would be gratefully received. 

Watch this space……. 

“Your Vision of Future Village Development.” 
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Charnwood Conservatives Summer Luncheon 
Beadles Lake July 4th 2014 

This year’s Luncheon was held at Beadles Lake Golf Course Restaurant attended by 
62 Members and Guests. The guest of honour and main speaker was the Right Hon-
ourable Nicky Morgan, Conservative Member of Parliament for Loughborough. 
Nicky gave a brief resume of her political rise in the party which to say the least has 
been rapid. She joined the Party in 1989 and first ran for Parliament in the 2001 
General Election chasing a London seat which unfortunately she did not secure. In 
2010 she ran for Lougborough, a marginal seat, winning and beating the well estab-
lished Labour Member by approximately 3500 votes, one of the smallest majorities 
in the country. She was made an Assistant Whip in 2012, which stopped her attend-
ing our luncheon last year as she had to remain at Parliament to oversee an im-
portant vote. In April 2013 she was promoted to Economic Secretary to the Treas-
ury. In April of this year, following the resignation of Marie Miller she was promoted 
to the Cabinet as Minister for Women reporting directly to the Prime Minister. She 
also became a Privy Councillor. 
Nicky went on to explain her work and gave an insight as to what it is like working in 
Parliament. Her week starts on a Monday and usually returns to continue work in 
the Loughborough Constituency on Fridays and the weekend. Following our lunch-
eon she was flying to Brussels to oversee the EU budget discussions to ensure that 
Britain’s share of the budget was fair. She is also determined to promote the cause 
of women and ensure that they get equal opportunities in the work place, having 
been considered a man’s world for too long. The position of Minister for Women will 
also involve extensive travel and take her to various parts of the world as she pro-
motes fair treatment of all women. 
As well as being a very important and busy person in the Conservative Government 
she also has a husband and family whom she manages to spend time with at week-
ends and holidays. 
Following questions from the floor, one especially close to everyone’s heart, why 
the Government spends so much on foreign aid, instead of pumping the money into 
the local economy, the NHS and social matters. The percentage of monetary aid 
given was low but still left some doubts in our minds. 
Stephen Dorrell attending the lunch gave a vote of thanks and said that Nicky had 
held most of the positions that he had, but had progressed much quicker! So who 
knows how much higher she will rise in government. 
Stephen stressed that most importantly Loughborough is a marginal seat and mem-
bers and supporters of the local Conservative Parties must work hard in the months 
ahead to ensure Nicky is returned with a greater majority meaning a swing to Con-
servatives which will ensure a majority government. 
Peter Tyrell closed proceedings by presenting Nicky with a bouquet and thanking 
everyone for attending. 

Martin & Corinne 
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The 2010 Parliament will always be of interest to constitutional historians. It was 
the first Parliament since the 1920’s to require a coalition to produce a stable gov-
ernment and it was the first in our history to pass legislation which removed from 
the Prime Minister the power to fix the date of the next General Election.  

 

But the arguments that will shape political debate over the next few months will 
not concern the niceties of constitutional theory – they will be concerned with the 
record in office of the coalition government which David Cameron formed in May 
2010.  
 

Both Conservatives and Liberal Democrats have expressed frustrations about the 
government’s record, and these frustrations will no doubt be aired again over the 
next few months.    Despite the inevitable frustrations of coalition, however, I be-
lieve both parties are entitled to considerable credit for the government’s track 
record.  

 

It inherited an economy which had sunk into the deepest recession since the 1930’s 
and a public sector which was running one of the highest borrowing ratios in the 
world. Living standards were falling and the Labour Government’s attempt to bor-
row its way out of trouble was threatening the stability of businesses and house-
holds throughout Britain.  

 

Five years later, the UK economy is reporting the fastest growth rate of any major 
industrialized country; public sector finances are being brought painfully under con-
trol and businesses are reporting greater confidence in the future than we have 
seen for more than a decade. It is a remarkable record of success – from a very un-
promising start.  
 

In previous General Elections, it would have been normal to argue that this record 
of success was enough to justify re-electing the government in order to build on the 
foundations that had been laid.  
 

But the General Election of 2015 will be different. 

I have been and remain an enthusiastic supporter of the coalition in the context of 
the 2010 Parliament—but that is very different from believing that the Coalition 
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Stephen’s Message Thursday 7th May 2015Thursday 7th May 2015Thursday 7th May 2015   

The result on this day will be vital for the future of this country. 

Every one of us must talk politics whenever we get the oppor-

tunity . Only a CONSERVATIVE vote will do.   Any thing else will 

let Labour have the keys of No 10 back and our economy  is 

more than likely to go out of control again. 

It will be a busy day.   Not only is 

there a General Election and a Bor-

ough Election but Town and Parish 

Councils Elections.. 

The Campaign has started.   Think 

about the result in Thurmaston.   

That could be repeated elsewhere in the constituency.   We can-

not afford to loose any seats.   NOT ONE. 

Delivering leaflet and knocking on doors may take us out of our 

comfort zone but, if the country is to complete the recovery and 

bring benefits to us all, that is what must be done. 

We are faced with a challenge, one that we cannot ignore. 
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The office will provide Canvas Card, but: 

If you have some Canvas Cards and have not returned them to 

the office,   filled in or not, PLEASE RETURN THEM. 

Our Success depends on you! 
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should be re-elected in its current form.  

 

The challenges which will be faced by the next Parliament will be very different 
from the challenges faced by the 2010 Parliament.  

 

During the 2010 Parliament the priority was obvious – it was to bring government 
borrowing under control while maintaining the fabric of essential public services.  

It is a measure of the Coalition’s success that the next Parliament will face a broader 
range of choices.    The task will no longer be simply to avoid financial meltdown – 
the government will be required to make choices about how to take full advantage 
of the opportunities Britain faces.  

 

As we plan for the future, only a majority Conservative government will choose the 
route of low taxes and low spending – and achieve the competitiveness and flexibil-
ity that goes with a low tax economy.     

Nor is it just about tax and spend. Only a majority Conservative government will 
build on sound public finance by developing open and competitive markets. Only a 
majority Conservative government will create the incentives and rewards which are 
the essence of a successful economy. 

 

Furthermore we also need a majority Conserva-
tive government to continue the programme of 
reform of schools, healthcare and other essen-
tial public services which has been started by 
this government.   And we a need a majority 
Conservative government to ensure that the 
British people are given the final say on the 
question of Britain’s continued membership of 
the European Union.  

 

The Coalition has been a success; the question is 
now how to take full advantage of the opportu-
nities which it has created for us.  

 

I strongly believe that only a majority Conserva-
tive government can give a fully convincing an-
swer to that question.  
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The last meeting of the season was on June 6th and the meeting started with 

and AGM.   These are an essential part of our club and enable members to 

hear that there is continuity and benefit for the Association from the continua-

tion of our activities.   The club made a profit and the new membership secre-

tary , and only change to officers, is Suzan McKenzie.   The Chairman thanked 

all the officers for their devotion to the tasks especially Eleanor Hudson who, 

after many years  in different roles,  had retired. .  A new  membership applica-

tion and programme will be sent to members during July and it is hoped every 

one will re-join and others come an give us a try?   We need you. 

The talk in June was: 

Lost in Translation 

None of us had a real idea what it was 

going to  be about, so when Joyce Lang-

ham began to accompany here words 

with “sign” it soon became 

clear.   She spoke of different 

times and places where she 

had provided a signing ser-

vice including the most unex-

pected subjects at lectures. 

There was doubt as to who 

was most embarrassed those reading the 

signs or Joyce.   There is no universally 

used sign language even 

dialects make a great 

difference in the interpre-

tation.   A really interesting 

afternoon for us all. 

2014 

  5th  Sept.    Pat Wadd 

                    “Identifying Antiques” 

    3rd Oct.      Anne Halsey 

           “Funny Side of the Funeral Business” 

  14th Nov.     Geoffrey Harris 

         “Experiences of a Toastmaster” 

  5th  Dec.    Chris Knight 

                   “Music Hall to Variety” 

2015 

  January                    NO MEETING 

  6th Feb.        The Rt. Hon. Stephen Dorrell MP   

                               Annual Raffle (for staff gratuity) 

  6th March            Bill Wells 

      “Fire Safety with a Smile” 

  27th March         Martin Greenwood 

                               “My Maritime Career” 

  1st  May              Richard Pollard 

 “30 Years with the Leics. Constabulary” 

  5th June (AGM)        James Craven 

        “The History of Perfume” 

Do come along.    It is good fun. 
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The opinions  expressed in this edition of the Charnwood Chronicle  

are not necessarily those of the Conservative Party. 

Candidate Party No. of Votes 

Asmal, Hanif Conservative 404 

Canham, Christopher British Democrats 94 

Denham, Stephen BNP 58 

Prior, Thomas UKIP 496 

Raven, Ralf Labour 783 

The Last day of July was a by election day for Thurmaston. 

We didn’t need this.   However our Conservative Borough Councillor 

resigned with only 11 months to go before the normal elections in 

May 15.   Our Chairman gallantly stood up for it, he and his family 

worked very hard with many of his friends.   But we lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanif would personally like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who came 

out and helped in any why in this  election,   There were a number of people who 

did a large share of the work.   The result was very disappointing .   The response 

we were getting from knocking on doors did not suggest it.   During the election 

day not Labour or UKIP were seen canvassing. On polling day only Ukip were out in 

force at polling stations. 

2015 is not going to be easy and all wards need to start pulling their teams to-

gether.  Plan leaflet delivering to every door by what ever means.   You are going 

to have to get out there and win every vote. 

Leon’s analysis:   As expected there was a 28% reduction in turn-out, due to holiday 

period.   Labour mobilised 93% of their expected votes.   The Conservative vote was 

split between Conservative, UKIP and BNP.   Surprisingly together there was a 95% 

mobilisation of the relevant voters.   The result imply:                                                             

1. UKIP is seriously damaging the Conservative vote.                                                              

2.  The Ethnic vote is either not strong enough or it is too dedicated to Labour. 
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