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This year our Association

AUTUMN FAIR
will be on

Saturday 31st October 2015

September 2015
For members and supporters of Charnwood Conservative Association

Mr Mark Spencer MP for Sherwood our Guest at the Summer Lunch
held at Beebles Lake on 24th July 2014

at the

Queniborough Village Hall
Rearsby Road
LE7 3DH
Our MP, Edward Argar will attend.
Many Branch and Visitors Stalls
ADMISSION £1
Refreshments
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Mark visited every table for a chat and after the excellent
meal he spoke about his political life, Sherwood and todays political scene. There were many questions which
he answered with an occasional help from Edward.
Edward thanked Mark for coming and those who organised the Lunch and then handed over to Beryl who had
arranged an interesting Raffle..
Promoted and published by the Charnwood Conservative Association of
768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester LE4 8BD
Printed by Evolution Print & Design Ltd, 143 Cavendish Rd. Leicester LE2 7PJ
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Charnwood Conservative Association
The Association Office is at 768 Melton Road, Thurmaston, Leicester, LE7 8BD

Phone 0116 260 8609. email: charnwoodca@btconnect.com

See us on Facebook and Twitter!
Association President: Mr G Peter Fothergill
Three Oaks, 39 The Ridgeway, ROTHLEY, LEICESTER, LE7 7LE
Association Chairman

Association Treasurer

Mr. Leon. Hadjinikolaou
41 Swithland Lane,
Rothley, Leicester LE7 7SH
07913 490763

Mrs Brenda Brayshaw
36 Avenue Road
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FA
0116 260 5801 brayshaw@talktalk.net

Association Deputy Chairmen (Political)

Association Vice Chairmen
Chairman Conservative Women’s
Organisation
Mrs Mary Allen,
34 Orchard Road
BIRSTALL, Leicester LE4 4GA
0116 267 3941

Mr Peter Osborne CC
114A Main Street
Swithland, Loughborough, Leicester,
LE12 8TH
01509 890 882
mail@peter-osborne.co.uk
Association Deputy Chairman (Membership
& Fundraising)
Mr Simon Bradshaw
36 New Zealand Lane
Queniborough, Leicester, LE7 3FT
07701 098828 Bradshaw586@btinternet.com

Chairman Local Government Committee
Mr Daniel Grimley,
14 The Banks,
QUENIBOROUGH, Leicester, LE7 3DQ.
0116 260 0899 dan@dangrimley.co.uk

We are delighted to tell you that because of popular requests Dr.
Michael Lynch has agreed with Norman to come to The Rothley Centre on the 1st Tuesday of October, November and December returning again in February 2016. to coincide with the anniversary of
the Magna Carta
The full calendar is:
Tuesday 6th October

The Human Right’s Act.

Tuesday 3rd November Putin’s Russia.
Tuesday 8th December

A Democratic Voting System.

Tuesday 2nd February 2016 The Magna Carta.
All 7.00 for 7.30 pm. £5 pay at door. Tea/Coffee at interval .

Association Notices
Our NEW MP Edward Argar has started up a regular programme of Surgeries. Ring Steph Bradshaw , Mr Argar’s Constituency Secretary and
Case Worker for an appointment. On 0116 260 8700
2

NOTE: The separate telephone numbers.

Another series of interesting non political talks by an expert .
Do come.
Opinion expressed in this edition of Charnwood Chronicle are those of the authors
11
of each piece and are not necessarily those of the Conservative Party
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SEPTEMBER 2015 TO JUNE 2016
2015
4 September
Matthew Copley Love food hate waste.
2 October
Anthony Poulton Smith Origins of towns and villages.
30 October
Christopher Tarratt A day in the life of a jeweller.
4 December
Rosemary Leonard (soprano) & accompanist
2016
5 February
Edward Argar MP
4 March
Caroline Sharpe Loughborough Carillion.
1 April
Wendy Martin Kilimanjaro to Kathmandu.
6 May
Mary Bettles Registration work.
3 June
Paul Taberner Stories behind real crimes.
Thank you Audrey for arranging what looks like an interesting programme for us. Now all we need is lots of intelligent citizens to
come along. That’s you isn’t it? Do not forget anyone can come to
Lunch Club, perhaps to give us a try but do give our Secretary as
much notice as you can to ensure 10
a meal is booked for you..

Membership Secretary is Mrs S McKenzie 0116 260 5503

Celebration Supper Evening
You were all invited and many of you
came to fill the room.
From those who wanted to give Stephen the sort of send off befitting his
long and valued service to the Party
and the Country and they did.

From those from the Loughborough Constituency who
had worked with, and campaigned with Stephen over
many elections during his time with them, including
Eileen Smith who had been the constituency secretary
when Stephen arrived in Loughborough for
his first interview there, and
From the new, rapidly increasing, set of fans being
accumulated in Charnwood by our new Member,
Edward Argar.
After supper and a drink or 3 the very
jolly crowd were treated to the speeches
and presentations, from our President
Peter Fothergill, and expressions of
thanks, from Stephen and Edward.
followed by the obligatory raffle, but nobody had
brought a camera for a3picture?
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Edward’s Message
It has been an incredibly busy and active three months in the constituency and in Parliament since being elected, and although Parliament
doesn’t sit in August that doesn’t mean that work has
stopped! The letters and casework still flow in, and so
have very welcome invitations to attend community
events in villages right across the constituency. As
well as supporting these events that bring our communities together, I have also been undertaking a
programme of ‘Village Hall Drop-In Surgeries’ across
the constituency. As well as continuing my regular appointment surgeries in Thurmaston & Syston, to make it even easier for people to
come and see me I have begun working my
way through a summer programme of local
drop-in surgeries ‘on the road’ in Village
and Parish Halls.
But, with Parliament set to return for two weeks in September it is
also a good opportunity to reflect on what that session is likely to
hold for us.
As I write this we still don’t know who Labour will elect
as their new Leader, and it is certainly the case that they
are going through a brutal and at times vicious leadership election that is tearing their party apart, but….while
it might be tempting to see this and the
possibility of Jeremy Corbyn as Leader as a reason for
us to relax, I think the opposite is true. Now is the
time, in Parliament and campaigning out and about
around the country, not to indulge in complacency but
re-double our efforts
4 to deliver the policies we promised and to continue arguing our case.

Skittles on Thursday
It was at Cossington. Queniborough and Wreake Villages put on a joint Skittles Evening with great food.
Yes the Men won but here are some of us in action,
including Edward Argar MP:

So Sir Clive Loader
has had to give in to
an old painful injury
which is a result of
his flying days and
will not be standing
again for the Police & Crime Commissioners duties in 2016. We wish
him and Lady Alyson a long and
pain free future.

when our observers at the verification of the votes noted that the
number of votes at polling stations
vary from 191 to 650 for similarly
sized wards. The overall turn out
for the Loughborough and Charnwood constituency areas was only
14.75%.

At the count 508 ballot papers were
rejected. This was a most unusually high number. Comments written
on ballot paper by voters pointed to
It does, of course give us the need
the overall lack of information
about the candidates and the reato discover a new candidate and
son for the election. Comments
follow a selection procedure. A
repeated over and over again at
procedure that will be a county
interviews. There was a lack of
wide task involving all Leicestershire trust in politics and politicians exand Rutland Constituencies. and an pressed and a belief that it was another job for the boys.
election.
In my view the poor turn out was
After the last PCC election Peter
the result of the extremely poor
Tyrrell wrote: “Our successful and
9communications with the disinterweak Branch areas became evident
ested public.”
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name is John and he will do two 3
hours spells in the office across each
week plus attending Executives and
other special meetings.

Progress—Change– Forward
The Independent Parliamentary
Standards Authority, the body that
was set up to ensure Tax Payers
money is not used wrongly, have told
our new MP that the work and cost
of his Constituency staff and accommodation must be separate from
the Constituency office activities
both financially and physically.
Head. Scratching begins.
Natter...Natter...OK, first the Staff..
Currently Steph works for Stephen
Dorrell 4 days and the Association 1
day each week. In future she will
work for Edward 5 days each week as
his Constituency Secretary and Case
Worker. The
Association has
set on a part
time 6 hours a
week Office Administrator. His

Now the Office. Currently the office
is divided in 2 unequal parts. It is
planned to move the partition to the
centre of the room. Making the
north end an office for Ed and Steph
and the southern part for the Constituency and where John will work.
Of course there will be negotiations
with the club to be concluded,
heating, lighting and repairs to ceiling etc. All finished of with a lick of
paint.
There will be several plusses to gain
from these changes. The important
items are improved access for members and constituents to their MP
and it will cost us less.
A Good Move Forward.

The Executive Council has agreed to form a new Branch for
Groby Members
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I believe that we can be proud of what
we have achieved as a Party so far as
we have set about repaying the trust
that was placed in us and in delivering
on our pledges – be it on the EU Referendum Bill or Scotland Bill and ‘English
Votes for English Laws’ both currently
working their way through Parliament,
or on continuing the job of fixing our
economy and building the One Nation
we aspire to - but we still have a lot to
do and there will be some tough decisions and
hard work ahead. Electorally we must get ourselves ready to campaign hard next year to
secure a strong Conservative win in our local
Police and Crime Commissioner elections and
begin laying the groundwork for the County
Council elections in 2017.
We can look forward to the Party Conference
as a Party in good heart and for the first time
since 1996 we will be attending a Conservative
Party Conference with a majority Conservative Government in power.
And as a country I believe we can look
forward with confidence – there is still
much to do but we are firmly on the
right track. So while I hope everyone
has had a pleasant and relaxing summer I hope you, like me, are all ready to
return to the fray in the Autumn to
continue delivering on our promises,
doing the right thing for our country,
and getting our Conservative messages
5
across.
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Unfortunately it costs money
Yes I am talking about elections.
We are now past the time when
we must report the details of the
amount of money we spent. We
can now pause and reflect.
There are so many rules to ensure
we do not spend tax payers money, or the Business supported Tory’s don’t spend more than the
Trade Unions supported Labour
and so on, that steering a clean
path becomes more and more
complex.

the Long Period and we had not
got a candidate, and therefore
campaigning did not start until
the Short period had started.
We had spent nothing until the
start of the short period. The limit became £15,645, or 20p per
elector.

The Electoral Commission split
the General Election into 2 cost
periods and states the spending
limit for our constituency for the
Long period is £30,700 plus 9p
per elector or £37,654, and the
short period is £8,700 plus 9p per
elector being £15,654. Giving a
grand total of £65,547. Where
on earth are we going to get that
from?

The appeal for funds started.

The helping hand comes from the
unexpected. Stephen Dorrell did
not resign until almost the end of

This shortfall was made up from
funds saved from past generous
6
donators to the Association.

Unfortunately it costs more money
In addition to the costs of the
When it was all over and the sums
General Election, the Local Council done all the Council Candidates
elections fell on the same day..
spent only £3.,011. They are to
21 Candidates had been selected be congratulated on the most successful results and thrift.
to stand in Charnwood Borough
Wards, and 10 Candidates in
Blaby District Wards . Each candidates had a limit on the amount
of money each could spend on
their election campaign..

Candidates were generous and
chipped in towards their costs.

In total this amounted to over
£14,000.

There is a consequence to this, of
course, that sum found from old
savings must be replaced.

That raised £5,399. Some from
Members and some from our
candidate’s friends.
By an amazing amount of careful
shopping and a lot of walking of
roads and talking to people only
£6,264.77 was spent, or 8p per
elector. A Shortfall of only
£865.77.

However there remained a small
balance that was met from the
past savings.

Events that make money are urgently needed by all Branches.

It doesn’t stop there.

Help came from the Labour Party
in Kirby Muxloe and Leicester Forest East. They did not put up any
opposition and our candidates
were elected unopposed.

The next election is for the Police
& Crime Commissioner is in 2016.
You will remember that involve all
of Leicestershire and Rutland, but
it will give us work to do and it
7
will cost MONEY?

